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PREFACE
N 1831 the At-

lantic
¬

coast was
for several months
held in a state of
terror by a pirate
who from the fact
that he was always
reported by those
who laid claim to
having seen him as
wearing a black
beard became
known to the
coast as Black
Beard

- Thoug h the
term The curse of the coast was
often applied to him there is little
doubt but that his heard was a false
one and worn only on occasions when
lie was willing to be recognized as the
pirate captain Undoubtedly he often
visited cities and plantations on our
southern coast and there laid his plans
for a raid which soon followed

The fact as related in regard to his
kidnaping negroes from planters of one
section and selling them to those of an¬

other is traditional So also is the San
lomingo episode in which the reader
first makes the acquaintance of Black
Beard

Tie undoubtedly successfully cleaned
out the vaults of several banks de-

spoiled
¬

many merchantmen at sea and
held the entire southern coast in ter--r- or

lie was a man of more than ordinary
intelligence of Herculean frame brave
and daring- - and his craft a two mast
schooner which not many crafts of
Uncle Sam could overhaul many a time
has lain at anchor in the harbor of Wil ¬

mington Charleston Savannah or
Beaufort while the high seas were be¬

ing scoured for her and immense re¬

wards were offered for her captains
head

First The Clara Belle then The
Hanger then The William B Xiles
then The Fisher Boy always The
Old Clara Belle but after each trip
sailing under a new name and present ¬

ing a different appearance
Tradition says that Black Beard ac¬

cumulated great wealth and that all
lies to day or did lie at some point on
the Atlantic coast frequented by the
pirate before he so mysteriously dis

a appeared
- f As stated the coast has been fre

lCluen3 explored by --parties in search
of this hidden treasure only last sea¬

son the swamps of the Altamaha river
Georgia were scoured by negroes who
believed the wealth buried there T

have Joeated it as well as terminated
the career of numerous parties to this
tale at Smiths island near the
inouth of the Cape Fear

Tradition has it on the Carolina
crrvst that this island was for a time the
rendezvous of the pirate it has been
often dug over in search of the treasure
by treasure seekers from Maine to
Texas If buried there why was not
the hidden hoard discovered

You will know why when you have
read the tale

CHAPTER I
Jl COLON LAI RESIDENCE THAT FIGURES IN

THIS STORY

On the bank of the Cape Fear river
and some 30 miles from where it
empties its waters into the broad At-

lantic
¬

stands the old old city of Wil¬

mington so old in fact that the build ¬

ing that was the headquarters of Lord
Cornwallis when the town for Wil¬

mington was then a town of no small
importance was occupied by the Brit ¬

ish soldiery during the revolution of
177G though still standing at least as
to its frame has of necessity as age
arul inclement weather caused its roof
and sides to wear and rot away been
recovered and the frame reclothed with
Carolinas pine many times but be ¬

neath the covering of to dav stands the
same old frame and in the same location
as it stood in the troublous days of the
American revolution

True the time worn floors that were
pressed in turn by the feet of a Corn-

wallis
¬

and a Washington have been re ¬

placed by others but underneath the
sills and girders that supported it rest
to day as stanch and true as they did
when placed there a century and a quar ¬

ter ago and testify to the endurance
of Carolinas pine

The rooms that in the days of long
gone by have echoed alike with the
laughter and revelry of British sons and
daughters and the music of Sambo and
Cuffy as they called all hands round
promenade all while the sons and
daughters of the Tar Heel state kept
time with flying feet retain their same
dimensions

The misguided Andre and the traitor
Arnold have stood within these very
rooms

Here the Father of his Country and
that patriot from across the sea whose
memory is dear to all Americans have
conferred together and as small inci
dents in the lives of great men live be¬

hind them so many live in Wilmington
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they approached the carriage that
Honest George who never told a lie

stroked the back of the bay next him
with his hand and that his glove was
soiled Pompey what do you mean
sir by bringing out my team in a con-

dition
¬

like this
There sir and there take that

and that move quick take back my
team and use your elbows well then
bring them out Id not be captured
with a team like that

What matters General said La
Fayette theyll be more soiled when
they return

But by fresh dirt sir by fresh dirt
and discipline Gen La Fayette disci-
pline

¬

Sir if Id take them now in that
condition I would never get them
cleaner When we are in the field and
with hot work before us then we will
drive dirty horses but not before

It was said that one of the pegs
dropped out of the toe of one of Georges
boots on this occasion and the language
that he used was said to have been very
impressive those to whom the tradi-
tion

¬

has been handed down can hardly
reconcile the big strong words that
George used on tliat occasion with his
meek remark when a boy to his
fathers question Who cut down that
tree

I did papa I cannot tell a lie- -

But enough of old traditions In 1S31

this mansion from which Washington
and La Fayette that morning 55 years
before had ridden was the property
and home of John Loyd Carolinas
wealthiest banker

Loyd was a widower of 45 years of
age and with his daughter Fannie a
young girl of 17 and a nephew Herbert
Lathrop of 23 together with servants
who by the way were his slaves oc ¬

cupied the mansion
Fannie Loyd was a very charming

young girl and would in time be so it
was supposed her fathers heiress
There was however a strong bond of
affection existing between Fannie and
her father and she desired nothing
more than that his life might be long
spared

Herbert the nephew was a son of the
bankers younger sister his parents
had been dead some years and they
had left him Mttlebut the name he bore
and poverty so his uncle had taken him
beneath his roof educated him and
now he was cashier of his bank

One morning in the earhpartof Feb
ruary he was in his accustomed place
at the cashiers window when an ap¬

parently middle aged man advanced to
the window Good morning Her ¬

bert
Good morning Mr Hill Can I do

something for you
I wish to see Mr Loyd Herbert Is

he in
Certainly Andrew to a colored

porter show Mr Hiil into my uncles
office

This was soon done
Mr Loyd was seated at his desk writ ¬

ing as they entered Ah good morn ¬

ing Squire Hill I hope I see you well
how goes all at Orton how is the mad ¬

am the fair Clara and your boys
All well John all well but I called

to see you on financial matters to day
3ou see I bought another plantation
last year something like a couple of
thousand acres and that together with
the money I paid out for a dozen addi¬

tional negroes just about cleaned up
my bank account Present prices dont
justify the sale of rice and I will want
to put in this years crop and run me
through the season

Very good squire you can have it
the Carolina bank vaults are at vour
command

Thanks John thanks I will proba ¬

bly not want more than 8000 or 10000
by the way why dont you comedown

and see us Bring the young folks
Clara told me I must be sure and bring
Fannie back with me

I cant spare her to day squire but
we will come down Sunday with Capt
Harper on the Sunshine Andrew tell
Herbert to honor Squire Hills check
for what money he wants good day
squire

Good day Mr Loyd well look for
you Sunday and Abner Hill the owner
of Orton the largest riceplantation in
the Carol inas and 100 negroes walked
out into the bank drew a check for
what money he needed pocketed the
same and took his departure

After paying a number of calls to
various merchants around town the
planter proceeded to the wharf and
took the steamer to Orton At the land ¬

ing he was met by Cudgo one of his
negroes with a saddle horse which he
mounted and rode home while Cudgo
with a team followed on with divers
bundles and packages

The family of Abner Hill consisted of
himself and wife Clarence the elder
son of 23 Thomas the second son who
was at the military academy of West
Point and an older daughter Clara
who was 3 S years of age

Abner Hill belonged to one of the old- -

time lam uies ot tne staterana-nis-pjan-- r
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immense dyke-- that fronted the riyjr
for many miles keeping off the saltwa¬

ter of the AtlaKtic which at flood tide
would otherwise have converted the
fertile fields into an inland sea

While on the other side some two
miles from the river front the surface
of the earth gradual ly arose and for
a full mije wurth was a sloping ridge
which then descended to what would
have been a vast plain but for the fact
that here grew in all their grandeur
the yellow pines of the Carolinas
rearing their heads aloft whale their
green boughs bent beneath the pressure
of the sea breeze which comes moan ¬

ing whispering through them and the
words seem to come wailing from the
green treetops

Look at our scarred and hacked
sides we are yielding up our life blood
year by year Mingo and Caesar Pom-
pey

¬

and Ben are hacking us to death for
the turpentine the rosin and the pitch
that we contain it is our blood our
life blood and when you have sapped
it all our green boughs will wither
you will then level us to the earth and
saw us into lumber at the mills even
as all die so die we to satisfy the never
ending wants of man

The Manor house at Orton was a fine
residence for the times it stood on the
ridge some 300 yards from the edge
of the rice lands Stretching away to
the right was a long row of negro
cabins while to the left stood the barns
stables carriage houses and rice mill
and over the ridge and on the bank of
Orton creek was the sawmill this
same creek supplied the water with
which at certain seasons of the year
the rice fields were flooded

Arrived at the house a waiting negro
took the squires horse and he strode
up on the piazza at the door he was
met by his daughter a beautiful girl
with large black eyes and an abundant
head of hair hanging in ringlets clear
to her shoulders

Oh father you did not obey my
orders

Come here child and give your old
father a kiss Loyd and Herbert and
Fannie will be down on the Sunshine
Sunday now tell me child which will
you be the most pleased to see my
friend John Loyd the coy Fannie or
Nephew Herbert Ah child you are
a young lady now and young ladies
catch beaux and beaux catch wives
Ah Clara

WeS father Ill never set my net to
catch Herbert Lathrop for a beau and1
he need never set his to catch me for
a wife for he is a young man I not
only dislike but fear Mr Loyd is so
different I like him well and Fannie
shes a treasure Do you know papa
I think our Clarence is in love with
Fannie

So so Well thenif Fannie be in love
with him I am well leased John
Loyds dollars and these broad acres
would go well together but I would
have my daughter make a brilliant
match Ivemember the lands and slaves
of the Hills with few exceptions all
go t o the eldest son It is following the1
English custom of our ancestors true
we generally find an odd penny to dow¬

er our daughters with and the young-
est

¬

son we make a man of letters a
preacher or a doctor or put him in the
army Tom chose the army and will
I-- think in time do credit to it but
you my daughter must marry a man of
wealth

Abner said Mrs Hill who had
joined them dont be putting mar¬

riage into my daughters head I can¬

not consent to losing her for many
years to come

jSTor shall you mother said Clara
And as for dower said Sophia Hill

leave your last penny to your boys
Ive money enough and land enough
to dower Clara Hill

Why wife so you have but
wealths a thing a person cant have
too much of

Ill not have my daughter wed a
money bag that she does not love and
live a life of torture Let her marry a
man when she does wed and Ill pro¬

vide the dower to set them both afloat in
life -

Well said my wife U

Dont be afraid mother dear You
will not get jid of me for many days to
come

Any mail to day Abner
Yes a letter from Tom
Why do you say Tom when Thomas

is his name Tom is the name of a
negro or a cat Ill not have my boy
called Tom But what said he Abner

is well and will be home
the first of June on three months leave
But heres the letter wife

Theres John Corbett on the lawn
Im bound he wants something Where
is Clarence

He said it was a good day for fish to
bite and he took his gun and rod and
went off toward the creek with Uncle
Jobe

Squire Hill passed out on the lawn
where the overseer was standing

Well Corbett anything amiss
No squire not much but Uncle

Jobes drowned
What No and nothing amiss I

should say there was Jobe will be
missed sure Not for plantation work
I know for hes too old for that Why
Jcbe wasover seventy He belonged to
my father trotted me on his knee when
I -- was a boy and now hes drowned
Well Well Nothing amiss I guess
if you go and tell his sister Aunt Dinah
about it youll think theres something
amiss

Mr Clarence has gone up to tell her
Id sooner him than me Corbett

Anything else
Angus Bricc sent word that hed
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Why Clarence says that where he
got drownded its three miles up the
creek nearly to the pond its too late
to go ujj to night but your son said hed
take some of the hands and go up in the
morning and drag for him

Thats all right Corbett if the alli-
gators

¬

dont eat him before that time
but as you say by the time they could
get there to night it would be so dark
among those cypress and pines that
they could see nothing Well I pre-
sume

¬

youve got things moving all
right Corbett so good night

Good night squire
EXO BE CONTINUED
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MATRIMONY IN INDIA
iFewelry Is the Most Important Factor im

the Marriages
Never during its existence has India

been so rich in jewelry as now The
people are always adding to their stock
Savings from nearly all sources are dis-
posed

¬

of in this way and these savings
are being constantly made often at the
expense of clothing sometimes at the
expense of greater necessities of life
The making and the storing away of
wealth in this form is the national pe¬

culiarity of the country
Jewelry is regarded as the most stable

kind of wealth and fortunes are never
counted without estimating the value
of the stock of jewelry It can always be
pledged or disposed of The market
for its sale is never closed and never
depressed The most ignorant native
who wishes to sell a piece of jewelry
knows its market value quite well
He can scarcely be cheated

- Jewelry forms the greatest factor in
matrimony The most lowly bride has
her stridham which is occasionally
equal in value to five years income of
the bridegroom There is often a
scarcity of clothing sometimes a
scarcity of cooking pots generally not
a jjarticle of furniture but nearly al-
ways

¬

a stock of jewelry The wife that
has no jewelry possesses nothing else
she cannot be robbed The family that
does not have jewelry is absolutely in¬

digent
One of the greatest boasts of the jew-

elry
¬

owner is that his hoards cannot be
taxed A man may own jewelry valued
at a lakh of rupees and xay no income
tax This is a source of great satisfac-
tion

¬

Jewelry yields no recurring in-
come

¬

but it is prized more than gov-
ernment

¬

paper If it never increases
it never dkninishes is a national saying
common among men and women alike
No native marriage except among the
most impoverished takes place with¬

out a transfer of jewelry and very fre-
quently

¬

of new jewelry Detroit Free
Press

A POETS KINDNESS
Eagene Fields Way of Helping the Un ¬

fortunate
- A story has been going the rounds
of the newspapers which is partly
true but it puts facts in a false light
as stories always do when only half
told It was originally printed several
years ago and ran as follows Mrs
Field had load by enough money to pay
the quarterly installment upon Mr
Fields life insurance and she handed
him the sum to make the payment On
his way downtown he met a man who
had a large collection of butterflies
consisting of S00 specimens which so
fascinated Mr Field that he forgot ail
about the life insurance and immedi-
ately

¬

purchased the entire collection
The truth is that Mr Field did start

out to pay for or buy something which
was needed but not to make a life in-

surance- payment Also he did meet
an old jnan with a collection of butter-
flies

¬

The old man was a gentleman
he knew a friend who had lost his
wife and two children Besides the
week before the house with all its
contents had been destroyed by fire
The man was absolutely without means
home or friends He happened to have
the butterflies left as at the time of
the fire fltej were in the house of a
friend When Mr Field returned he
said vi

I did not want the butterflies but
I had to give that poor old man the
money and he would not take it un-
less

¬

I accepted the collection
It was simply one more instance of

the fact that the gentle hearted poet
could not leave a friend in misery while
he had the money in his pocket to help
him Martha Nelson Yenowine in St
Nicholas

What the Vatican Contains
On the whole the Vatican may be di-

vided
¬

into seven portions These are
the pontifical residence the Sistine
and Pauline chapels the picture-gallerie- s

the library the museums of
sculpture and archaeology the out¬

buildings including the barracks of
the Swiss guards and lastly the gar ¬

dens with the popes casino Of these
the Sistine chapel the galleries and mu ¬

seums and the library are incompar
abty the most important The name
Sistine is derived from Sixtus IV

as has been said The library was found ¬

ed by Nicholas V whose love of books
was almost equal to his passion for
building The galleries are representa-
tive

¬

of Raphaels work which predom-
inates

¬

to such an extent that the paint ¬

ings of almost all other artists are of
secondary importance precisely as
Michelangelo filled the Sistine chapel
with himself As for the museums the
objects they contain have been accumu ¬

lated by many popes but their exist-
ence

¬

ought perhaps be chiefly be at-

tributed
¬

io Julius II and Leo X the
principal representatives of the Eovere
and Medici families F Marion Craw
ford in Centurv
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Scott Jackson and Alonzo Walling
Will Die at the Same Hour

Tka Death Warrant Placed in the Hands
or Sheriff Plummer The Death Watch

Appointed for the Condemned Meat
by Judge Helm of Newport

Covington Ky Feb 19 Jackson
and Walling are both to end their mis-
erable

¬

existence at the same moment
Neither of them will have an oppor-
tunity

¬

to confess after the death of the
other that he the dead man was sole-
ly

¬

to blame for the murder of poor
Pearl Bryan The murderers will have
to tell all they know before the fatal
20th of March sothat each may affirm
or deny the tale related by the other or
forever hold his peace

Sheriff Jule Plummer of Campbell
county Ky has returned from Lex-
ington

¬

Ky where he inspected the
scaffold lately used for the execution
of Laughlin at Brookville Ky and
which is known as the Mud Dauber
from having been built for the execu-
tion

¬

of Smith who was known as the
Mud Dauber Mr Plummer found

that this scaffold had but a single
drop and that the two men could not
therefore be executed upon it at the
same time

He will therefore have a second scaf-
fold

¬

built on the same pattern and has
announced his determination of hav ¬

ing both men swung off at the same
time The death warrant which was
delivered to Mr Plummer Thursday
by Wolcott a Frankfort newspaper
man who acted as Gov Bradleys
agent provides that both men shall
die the same day but does not specify
that they shall die at the same hour
There has been much speculation as to
which would be swung off first and as
to what the second man would have to
say but this is settled by Sheriff Plura
mers decision

Newport Ky Feb 18 Judge Helm
made the following order Thursday
morning in the circuit court Newpo t
Commonwealth vs Scott Jackson It
is ordered that for the safe keeping or
the defendant until his execution upon
the day fixed by the governor the
jailer of Kenton county summon and
have under bis control two guards
one of which shall always be
with and guard the defendant to the
end that he may not escape or be
harmed by himself or others and that
statutory allowance to said guards will
be paid by the courthouse commission-
ers

¬

in the county Same order was
given by Judge Helm in the case
of Walling The four men to be
placed on the death watch will
be at the expense of Campbell
county

GEN GOMEZ
Passes the Trocha and Gets Between

Weyler and Havana Captures a Fort
Key West Feb 19 Private infor-

mation
¬

has been received in this city
of the whereabouts of Gen
Gomez He has succeeded in
sliding by Gen WeTler and is
now between him an cL Havana
Gomez gave the command for ah ad-
vance

¬

with strict orders that any man
that struck a match or smoked would
be court martialed He then advanced
on the Moron trocha in the eastern
end of the island with 5000 cavalry
and 10000 infantry

He advanced on the fort at midnight
and when he saw he was discovered by
the Spanish who fired on him he or-

dered
¬

the cavalry to charge
They swooped down on the fort

and captured it and the whole
army went through the trocha
All of the arms and ammunition
of the fort were captured The
army then continued the march and
was encamped at Veguite when the
news was sent to this city by a courier
His order in taking the fort was to use
the machete only and the calvary made
a gallant fight

GEN ROBINSON

After a Weeks Illness Died at His Home
in Binghamton N Y

JBikghamtox 2tf Y Feb 19 Gen
John Cleveland Robinson after a
weeks illness died at his home in this
city at 420 p m Thursday Gen Eob
inson was born in this city April 10
1817 He spent three years at West
Point afterward studying law In
1839 he obtained a commission as
second lieutenant and entered the
Fifth infan try From this period until
1869 when he retired from the army
Gen Robinson served his country in
the military service rising through
the various grades to briga¬

dier general of volunteers He served
through the Mexican war and after
that campaign went to Florida to as-

sociate
¬

with the forces against
the Seminole Indians In 1872 he was
elected lieutenant governor of the
state of New York He was com-
mander

¬

in chief of the G A R In
1877 and in 1888 and in 1889 was elect-
ed

¬

president of the society of the
Army of the Potomac He has been
blind for several years as the indi ¬

rect result of an injury received in
battle

Six Workmen Killed
Cadiz Feb 19 While a force of

workmen were engaged Thursday in
lowering a boiler into the new Spanish
cruiser Princess of the Asturias which
is being fitted out at the naval yards
here the tackling gave way and the
bpiler fell into a gathering of men
below killing six of them and serious-
ly

¬

injuring ten others
Gov Bushnell Kents a Residence

Columbus O Feb 19 Gov Bush-
nell

¬

Thursday rented a residence in
the city and set at rest the renort thatfneihifehdaaaii9ixterSige n of
the legislature with acyjavv ftacelezcting
himself tothesexratev- - The leasle as
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SECBETAET HERBERT
-

Reviews the War Vessels of Admiral
Bunces Squadron

Thousands of Strangers In the City to
Witness the Event The Modal of Hon--

or Presented to Seaman Qreelma- n-
The Naval Officers Banquetted

Cbtableston S C Feb 19 Charlesr
ton was thronged throughout Thurs ¬

day by thousands of strangers from
South Carolina and the neighboring
states who had come to the city to see
Adm Bunces fleet thathas been block-
ading

¬

this port pass in review before
Secretary of the Tavy Herbert Among
the special guests of the city for the
day were Gov W H Ellerbee of South
Carolina all the state officers senators
and legislators

SECRETARY HERBERT

Secretary Herbert and a party of
friends arrived in the city from Wash-
ington

¬

in a special car at 6 oclock
Thursday morning They were met at
the depot by a committee consisting of
Mayor Smith and other city oflicials
As the secretary stepped from his car a
salute of 27 guns was fired by
detachments from the first di-

vision
¬

South Carolina naval re-
serves

¬

under Capt Dubos The
party was then escorted to the
Charleston hotel where breakfast
was served They were subsequent-
ly

¬

escorted to the custom house
dock where they boarded the reve ¬

nue cutter Colfax The secretary was
saluted when he boarded the ships all
the sailors bring drawn up in man-of-w- ar

fashion The day was ideal one
In the city it had been so
warm that wraps were uncomfortable
but on the water top coats were not
out of place At the entrance to the
jetties an unforseen trouble arose
The cutter and its train of pleasure
craft ran full into a heavy fog and
when the flagship was picked up in the
mist Adm Bunce received a summons
from the secretary and came alongside
in his cutter The moment he stepped
aboard his pennant was run up and the
little cutter became the flagship The
admiral was told b3r the secretary that
he desired to board the battleship
Maine to present Seaman W J Creel
man with a medal awarded him for his
distinguished conduct during the storm
So with both Secretary Herbert and-Adm

Bunce aboard the cutter once
more got under way Capt Crownin
shields of the Makie was hailed and
informed that the two officials would
board his ship with their party

The transfer was made without
trouble the jackies and officers re-
ceiving

¬

their superior officers with the
customary salute and formality With
the ships crew drawn up on deck Capt
CrowningsBields gave the orders for
naval cadet Gherardi his gunboat
crew and seaman W J Creelman to
step forward Addressing them Sec-
retary

¬

Herbert spoke of their gallant
conduct during the storm

They had he said made him proud
of the navy and then singling out
Creelman the secretary presented him
with the gold medal and an envelope
containing 100 with a few words
in commendation of his gallant deed

The official ceremonies on board the
ships having been concluded the off-
icials

¬

attended a banquetatthe Charles-
ton

¬

hotel Secretary Herbert respond
ad to the toast Our Navy

ATTORNEY GENERAL
John J McCoolr of New York Selected

by President Elect McKinlej
Canton O Feb 19 President elect

McKinley has made another cabinet
selection It is his attorney general
he has selected this time and his
choice is John J McCook of New
York This announcement is made on
the highest authority

Maj McKinley made up his mind
Thursday The letter inviting Mr
McCook to enter the cabinet has
not reached New York but it is only
a matter oL mail schedules until
Mr McCook receives the official
tender which his intimate friends
have been saying he would receive for
the past two weeks Mr McCook has
in turn intimated to his friends hat it
the tender was received he would ac-
cept

¬

so that the position in question is
as good as filled

A family Massacred br Indiana
Winona N D Feb 19 The bodies

of Rev Thomas Spicer and wife their
daughter Mrs Wm Rouse with her
one-year-o- ld twin boys and Mrs Wal
dron mother of Postmaster Waldron
were found on the Spicer plantation
near here Thursday All were horri-
bly

¬

mutilated and the tragedy is sup-
posed

¬

to have been the work of In-
dians

¬

from the Standing Rock Indian
reservation
Torpedo Boat Ericsson Commissioned

Brooklyn Feb 19 The torpedo
boat Ericsson was put into commission
atthe naryyard Thursday afternoonSip m and besideHjPkVw3l3r cotuple
mlj Ts iiMQigigineer and
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